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Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit 
Cooperative Agreement No. P 18AC00314 

Between 
THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
AND 

How ARD UNIVERSITY (THE COOPERATOR) 

2400 6TH STREET NW, WASHINGTON, DC20059-0002 
DUNS No: 056282296 

CFDA: 15.945 Cooperative Research and Training Programs Resources of the National Park 
System 
Project Title: Provide research, technical assistance and education for resource 

management and research 
Federal Funds Obligated by this action: N/ A 
Total Amount of Award: $0 
Period of Performance: May 3, 2018 -May 3, 2023 

This cooperative agreement (hereafter the "Cooperative Agreement" or this "Agreement) is 
made and entered into between the United States Department of the Interior, National Park 
Service (NPS) and Howard University (the Cooperator). 

ARTICLE I - BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES 

The partnership proposed by the Cooperator was selected due to merit review evaluations from 
the 2017 Notice of Funding Opportunity P 17 AS0003 7. The Cooperator demonstrated expertise 
in disciplines and subject areas of relevance to cooperative research and training. The 
Cooperator met the program interests ofNPS with expertise, facilities, experience, diversity of 
programs, and history of collaborative research projects. 

The Cooperator helps the NPS-CESU to meet its objectives to: 

• Provide research, technical assistance and education to NPS for land management, and
research;

• Develop a program of research, technical assistance and education that involves the
biological, physical, social, and cultural sciences needed to address resources issues and
interdisciplinary problem-solving at multiple scales and in an ecosystem context at the
local, regional, and national level; and

• Place special emphasis on the working collaboration among NPS, universities, and their
related partner institutions.

Title: Provide research, technical assistance and education for resource management and 

research 

The CESU network seeks to provide scientifically-based information on the nature and status 
of selected biological, physical, and cultural resources occurring within the parks in a form that 
increases its utility for making management decisions, conducting scientific research, educating 
the public, developing effective monitoring programs, and developing management strategies 
for resource protection. 
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activities of the Cooperator, except for those activities which may conflict with 
the values and purposes of the area as stated in Federal law or policy. 

C. The Cooperator and NPS jointly agree to:
1. Maintain the CESU closely following the mission and goals of the CESU

Network as described in the CESU Network Strategic Plan, adapting key
elements to local and regional needs, as appropriate;

2. Maintain a CESU role and mission statement;
3. Operate under a multi-year strategic plan;
4. Issue individual funding documents, in accordance with NPS procedures,

developed cooperatively between the NPS and Cooperator that individually
include a specific "scope of work" statement and a brief explanation of the
following (the "Task Agreement(s)":
a. the proposed work;
b. the project contribution to the objectives of the CESU;
c. the methodology of the project;
d. the substantial involvement of each party;
e. the project budget and schedule;
f. the specific project outputs or products.
Unless otherwise specified, the terms and conditions of this Cooperative
Agreement will apply to Task Agreements written under it.

5. Provide data on CESU projects to the CESU Network National Office and/or
host institution in accordance with CESU Network Council guidelines as posted
on the CESU Network National Office website (www.cesu.org);

6. Engage in collaborative activities consistent with federal scientific and scholarly
integrity directives and policies (e.g., Presidential and OSTP Scientific Integrity
Memoranda, as appropriate. The Code of Scientific and Scholarly Conduct for
the Department of the Interior can be found at:_
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/migrated/scientificintegrity/upload/DOI
Code-of-Scientific-and-Scholarly-Conduct-Poster-December-2014. pdf

ARTICLE IV - TERM OF AGREEMENT 

A. The Agreement will become effective May 3, 2018 and extend through May 3, 2023, 
unless terminated earlier per Article XI. The period from the Effective Date to the 
Expiration Date is the period of performance for the Agreement (Agreement Term).

B. For the purposes of this Agreement, amendments are changes (edits, deletions, or 
additions) to the Agreement that do not involve the transfer of funds. Amendments 
may be proposed by NPS or the Cooperator. Amendments shall be in writing, signed, 
and agreed to by NPS and the Cooperator.

C. The expiration of this Agreement will not affect the validity or duration of projects 
which have been initiated under this Agreement prior to such expiration. 

ARTICLE V - KEY OFFICIALS 

A. Key officials are essential to ensure maximum coordination and communications
between the parties and the work being performed. They are:

1. For the NPS:
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