
 
 
School of Design 
Graduate Program in Historic Preservation 
115 Meyerson Hall 
210 South 34th Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6311       
Tel 215.898.3169   Fax 215.573.6326     Randall F. Mason, Ph.D. 
http://www.design.upenn.edu/     Associate Professor 
 
 
January 19, 2018  
 
Eric Davidson  
University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science 
Appalachian Laboratory 
301 Braddock Road 
Frostburg, MD 21532 
 
By email: edavidson@umces.edu 
 
Dear Mr. Davidson— 
 
I am very pleased to submit the following application to join the Chesapeake Watershed CESU.  
 
Since 1991, the School of Design and Graduate Program in Historic Preservation has enjoyed a 
strong relationship with the National Park Service, working on partnership projects across the 
country, and enjoying membership in the Colorado Plateau CESU since 2006.  
 
These many years of projects have produced important research for NPS and have helped trained a 
generation of students in ways unavailable before that partnership. 
 
We would like to extend and facilitate our relationships with the NPS and other federal partners by 
joining CHWA CESU.  We believe it to be a great complement to our track record of work and 
partnerships, and look forward to continuing the great collaborations we and our students have 
enjoyed with our colleagues in the federal service. 
 
Please let me know if any additional information is required. 
 
Best regards,  
 

 
 
  



MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Chesapeake Watershed Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit 
 
Prepared by: 
Randall Mason, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Graduate Program in Historic Preservation  
115 Meyerson Hall / University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
215.898.3169 
rfmason@design.upenn.edu 
 
January 19, 2018 
 
The School of Design at the University of Pennsylvania, through its Graduate Program in Historic 
Preservation, seeks to apply for membership in the Chesapeake Watershed Cooperative Ecosystem 
Studies Unit (CHWA-CESU) as a nonfederal partner.  Membership will enable our School and Program 
to continue its long track record of successful partnership projects with the National Park Service, in 
furtherance of NPS’s stewardship goals as well as our educational goals. 
 
About our School and Program 
The mission of PennDesign is preparing students to address complex sociocultural and 
environmental issues through thoughtful inquiry, creative expression, and innovation. As a diverse 
community of scholars and practitioners, we are committed to advancing the public good–both 
locally and globally–through art, design, planning, and preservation.  
 
Through five departments and programs – architecture, city & regional planning, fine art, historic 
preservation and landscape architecture – the School of Design maintains an ambitious program of 
teaching and research -- all aimed at public service and educational excellence.  Collaboration across 
the School of Design, and with other schools and research units with the University, is a constant 
theme in our work.  Many of the Schools research and applied activities are pursued in collaboration 
with external partners and funders.  More information about the range of School of Design activities, 
programs, and people can be found at www.design.upenn.edu. 
 
Statistics on the School of Design’s enrollment: 
 

 



The Graduate Program in Historic Preservation maintains an enrollment of approximately 50 
graduate students, enrolled in the Master of Science in Historic Preservation curriculum (founded in 
1981).  An additional, professional degree program – a Master of Science in Design, concentrating in 
Historic Preservation – will enroll its first students in Fall 2018, increasing the student body in the 
Program by 10-12.  Our preservation curriculum provides advanced training to graduate students 
specializing in many aspects of practice: architectural conservation, preservation planning, 
landscape preservation, preservation design, and public history of the built environment.  Our core 
curriculum prepares students in basic concepts and competencies, across topics of history, theory, 
technology, and practice. To support teaching activities and the faculty’s robust portfolio of applied 
research, the School maintains computer, studio, office, and scientific laboratory facilities – all of 
which are available to support CESU projects.  In addition, we regularly partner with other University 
faculties and facilities – including the PennMuseum, School of Arts & Sciences, Laboratory for 
Research on the Structure of Materials, and Facilities and Real-Estate Office. 
 
The principal participants in CHWA CESU projects will be the core, standing faculty in Historic 
Preservation: 

o Associate Professor Randall Mason: coordinator of CHWA CESU projects, former Program 
chair (2009-2017), director of Center for Research on Preservation and Society 

o Professor and Program Chair Frank Matero: coordinator of CP CESU projects, director of the 
Program’s Architectural Conservation Laboratory  

o Assistant Professor Aaron Wunsch: an architectural historian and former NPS employee 
o Assistant Professor Francesca Ammon: an urban historian 

 
In addition to Historic Preservation faculty, we routinely collaborate with colleagues in City & Regional 
Planning and Landscape Architecture departments, many of whom have experience in land 
management, environmental planning, ecology, and park design.  They include: 

o Dean and Professor Frederick Steiner, CPLN/LARP 
o Adjunct Professor Ellen Neises, LARP 
o Senior Lecturer Nicholas Pevzner, LARP 

 
 
About our record of successful projects and partnerships 
PennDesign’s Graduate Program in Historic Preservation is dedicated to training and research in the 
conservation of the historic built environment, and since the early 1990s has had a long and 
productive involvement in cultural resource research, practice and education across the country.  
Over the years, our faculty and students have benefitted greatly from a range of formal and informal 
partnerships with NPS offices and personnel across the country. Our Program and School have been 
members of the Colorado Plateau Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit since 2006, and have 
completed a long list of partnership projects under its auspices, led by Professor Frank Matero.  
Information on these dozens of projects can be found at http://www.conlab.org/ and in the 
Program’s publication Prospectus (viewable at https://www.design.upenn.edu/historic-
preservation/work/prospectus).  
 
Since 2012, Professor Randall Mason has led a series of projects in partnership with the National 
Capital Region and Northeast Region, through GPHP’s Center for Research on Preservation and 
Society.  These projects included the Parks for the People student competition co-organized by NPS, 
the Van Alen Institute and NPCA, in which the PennDesign team, led by Prof. Mason, won Finalist 
distinction for their vision of the Civil War Defenses of Washington.  A series of cultural landscape 
documentation and planning projects with the National Capital Region followed directly from the 
Parks for the People competition, including 14 Cultural Landscape Inventories and other studies 
undertaken between 2012 and the present: 



 
Civil War Defenses of Washington 
o Fort Bunker Hill 
o Fort Chaplin 
o Fort DeRussy 
o Fort Dupont 
o Fort Foote 
o Fort Mahan 
o Fort Marcy 
 
Washington DC Urban Landscapes 
o Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
o Pennsylvania Avenue, SE 
o Grant Circle 
o DC Small Park Reservations 
 
Golf Courses 
o East Potomac Park Golf Course 
o Langston Golf Course 
o Rock Creek Golf Course 

 
Details of these projects can be found at www.cultural-landscapes.org. 
 
In partnership with the Northeast Region, PennDesign/GPHP completed a wide-ranging project of 
summer internships (doing studies for parks and projects in Rhode Island, Delaware, and 
Pennsylvania) connected to a 2015 Urban Parks Symposium held at Penn.  Our work with the 
Northeast Region continues with a Knowledge Transfer project currently underway. 
 
Other, non-NPS projects of Center for Research on Preservation and Society, led by Mason, and 
PennPraxis (for which Mason was Executive Director from 2015-2017) have included: 
 

o Character Studies Project, funded by City of Philadelphia 
o Famagusta Urban Conservation Study, funded by World Monuments Fund 
o Rwandan Genocide Memorials conservation and training, funded by the Department of 

State/Ambassador’s Fund for Cultural Preservation 
o North Brother Island Conservation and Access Study, funded by the J.M.Kaplan Fund 
o Philadelphia’s Historic Sacred Places Research, funded by the Pew Charitable Trusts 
o Civic Infrastructure Research, funded by the William Penn Foundation 
o Pennovation Historical Research and Interpretation Strategy, funded by University of 

Pennsylvania’s Facilities and Real-Estate Office 
 
Finally, I am glad to confirm the willingness of my institution to accept a limited overhead rate of 
17.5% and cost items to which the rate is applicable for activities conducted through the CESU, 
including research, technical assistance, and educational services – see letter from the University’s 
Office of Research Services to this effect, attached.  I will be designated the technical representative 
to serve on the CESU steering committee, participate in CESU annual/semi-annual partner meetings, 
and facilitate internal and external communication, promotion, and response to CESU 
correspondence and administrative actions – all in coordination with Prof. Matero and his parallel 
roles regarding the Colorado Plateau CESU.  And I will bear responsibility for relaying agency-specific 
research, technical assistance, and educational needs and associated funding opportunities to other 
institutional/organizational members (e.g., faculty, students). 



Technical representative: 
Randall F. Mason, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Graduate Program in Historic Preservation / Department of City & Regional Planning 
School of Design / University of Pennsylvania 
210 South 34th Street / 115 Meyerson Hall 
Philadelphia, PA 19104-6311  
215 898 3169 office 
215 573 2697 fax 
646 567 7775 mobile 
rfmason@design.upenn.edu 
 
Administrative representative: 
Melissa Peloso 
Associate Vice President, Associate Vice Provost 
Office of Research Services 
University of Pennsylvania 
3451 Walnut Street / 5th Floor, Franklin Building 
Philadelphia PA 19104-6205 
215 746 0234 office 
epeloso@upenn.edu 
 
Thanks for your help with this application.  We look forward to joining you. 
 
Your sincerely, 
 
Randall F. Mason, PhD 
Associate Professor 
Graduate Program in Historic Preservation/Department of City & Regional Planning 
School of Design 
University of Pennsylvania 
210 South 34th Street / 115 Meyerson Hall 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
215 898 3169 office 
215 573 2697 fax 
646 567 7775 mobile 
rfmason@design.upenn.edu 
 
Attachments: 
o 2006 application to Colorado Plateau CESU 
o Letter of support from National Park Service 
o Letter certifying University of Pennsylvania’s acceptance of overhead rate 
 
 


