
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
FORT WORTH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

P.O. BOX 17300 
FORT WORTH, TX  76102-0300 

17 December 2020 

REQUEST FOR STATEMENT OF INTEREST 
Number W9126G-21-2-SOI-1136 

Project to be initiated in 2021 

Applicants must be a member in one of the Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Units (CESU): 
W9126G-11-2-0041 Chesapeake Watershed 

W9126G-14-2-0015 Southern Appalachian Mountains 

Project Title:  Aerial Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) Nesting Location and 
Productivity Survey at Fort A.P. Hill for DPW-Environmental & Natural 
Resources Division   

Responses to this Request for Statements of Interest will be used to identify potential 
investigators for a project to be funded by Fort A.P. Hill which provides professional and 
technical support for its natural resources in order to facilitate successful implementation of the 
16 USC 670c-1 Sikes Act.  Approximately $17,000. is expected to be available to support this 
project.   

Background:  
Due to its size, land use history, and geographic location, Fort A.P. Hill harbors a large and 
increasing population of nesting Bald eagles (Haliaeetus leucocephalus).  In the past two years, 
three new nesting locations have been discovered incidentally, and it is believed that many more 
exist and have yet to be located. Department of Defense (DOD) guidance directs military 
installations to protect nesting locations by following the National Bald Eagle Management 
Guidelines published by the US Fish & Wildlife Service in order to maintain compliance with 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act and the Bald & Golden Eagle Protection Act.  A proper inventory 
of nesting locations is critical to maintaining these protections without any adverse effects to the 
military training mission. 

Type of Award: 
In accordance with the Sikes Act (Sec. 103A [16 USC 670c-1]) “the Secretary of a military 
department may enter into cooperative agreements with States, local governments, Indian Tribes, 
non-governmental organizations, and individuals, ….”  This project is in support of the 
Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan, as directed in the Sikes Act, and as a result, it is 
anticipated that a cooperative agreement through the CESU program will be awarded.  Such 
awards may be administered through a CESU only upon mutual agreement and official 
authorization by both parties of the acceptance of the application of the CESU Network IDC rate 
(17.5%). 
Note: Must be a non-federal partner in one of the following CESU Units to be qualified or 
considered:  W9126G-11-2-0041 Chesapeake Watershed 
W9126G-14-2-0015 Southern Appalachian Mountains.   



Brief Description of Anticipated Work:  
This research focuses on the following objectives: 

1) Objective 1: Develop a proposed schedule of survey flights and complete necessary
coordination with Fort A.P. Hill DPW (Environmental & Natural Resources Division) and
Fort A.P. Hill DPTMS (Aviation Division).

2) Objective 2: Conduct a Bald eagle nest location survey flight across Fort A.P. Hill to locate
new nests and identify activity of known nest locations.

3) Objective 3: Conduct a Bald eagle nest productivity survey flight to monitor nesting success.

4) Objective 4: Provide a summary report of nest locations and productivity to include GIS
shape files.

Period of Performance.   The Period of agreement will extend 12 months from award. 

Materials Requested for Statement of Interest/Qualifications:  

Please provide the following via e-mail attachment to: 
Sandra.justman@usace.army.mil  
and  
Kathy.s.mitchell@usace.army.mil  

(Maximum length: 2 pages, single-spaced 12 pt. font). 

1. Name, Organization, Cage Code, Duns number, and Contact Information
2. Brief Statement of Qualifications (including):
a. Biographical Sketch,
b. Relevant past projects and clients with brief descriptions of these projects,
c. Staff, faculty or students available to work on this project and their areas of expertise,
d. Any brief description of capabilities to successfully complete the project you may wish to add
(e.g. equipment, laboratory facilities, greenhouse facilities, field facilities, etc.).

Note: A full study proposal and proposed budget are NOT requested at this time. 

Review of Statements Received:  All statements of interest received will be evaluated by a 
board comprised of one or more people at the receiving installation or activity, who will 
determine which statement(s) best meet the program objectives.  Based on a review of the 
Statements of Interest received, an investigator or investigators will be invited to prepare a full 
study proposal.  Statements will be evaluated based on the investigator’s specific experience and 
capabilities in areas related to the study requirements.   

Please send responses or direct questions to: 

Sandy Justman 
Grants Specialist 



USACE Ft. Worth District  
Sandra.justman@usace.army.mil 
Office: (817) 886-1073  

Kathy Mitchell 
Project Manager  
USACE Ft. Worth District  
Kathy.s.mitchell@usace.army.mil 
Ofice: (817) 886-1709  

Timeline for Review of Statements of Interest:  The RSOI is required to be posted for at least 
30 days prior to the Government making a decision and requesting full proposals.  Responses 
due by 5:00 P.M., Central Time, on 16 January 2021.

[End of RSOI] 

[See below for Statement of Objectives]



 
STATEMENT OF OBJECTIVES 

for 
 

Aerial Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) Nesting Location and Productivity 
Survey at Fort A.P. Hill  

for  
DPW-Environmental & Natural Resources Division, Fort A.P. Hill   

 
 

1.0 PURPOSE 
 

1.1 The Fort A.P. Hill environmental program ensures military mission 
activities are conducted in compliance with all applicable environmental laws, 
regulations and policies.  Article I B of the master agreement states the 
objectives of the CESU are to: provide research, technical assistance and 
education to federal land management, environmental and  research agencies 
and their potential partners; develop a program of research, technical assistance 
and education  that involves the biological, physical, social sciences needed to 
address resource issues and interdisciplinary problem-solving at multiple scales 
and in an ecosystem context at the local, regional, and national level; and place 
special emphasis on the working collaboration among federal agencies and 
universities and their related partner institutions.   
 
1.2 This work does not require an onsite support person to be located at Fort 
A.P. Hill.  
 

2.0 AUTHORITY 
 

2.1 This cooperative agreement will be awarded using 16 U.S.C. § 670(c) (1) 
– (SIKES ACT). 
 
In agreement with the above stated goals, the recipient agrees to provide the 
necessary personnel, equipment, and materials required to implement, activities 
to support the installation’s commitment toward environmental stewardship to 
manage natural and cultural resources in a responsible way that has the least 
impact on military missions and is beneficial to the region.  In addition, the 
activities performed by the recipient must be completed in a manner conducive to 
guidelines outlined in the Endangered Species Act (16 USC 1531 et seq.), the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 USC 1361 et seq.), National Historic Preservation 
Act (54 U.S.C. 300101 et seq.), Native American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act (25 U.S.C. 3001 et seq.), the Archaeological Resources 
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.), the National Environmental Policy Act (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), applicable implementing regulations, Army Regulations 
200-1, and any other applicable regulatory guidelines. 
 



2.2 In accordance with section 6305 – Using cooperative agreements of the 
Federal Grant and Cooperative Agreements Act of 1977 (31 U.S.C. § 6301 et 
seq.), all CESU projects must carry out a public purpose of support or 
stimulation, instead of acquiring goods or services for the exclusive direct benefit 
of the United States Government. Examples of carrying out a public purpose may 
include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 Project results are made available to a wide audience (including 
nonfederal entities)  

 Project results/outputs add to the scientific literature/knowledge 
base, with applicability and utility beyond the scope of the project 
footprint/study area  

 Academic and other nonfederal partner institutions (and their 
personnel) gain professional experience, increase knowledge, and 
develop skills and abilities  

 Students benefit from direct interaction with federal scientists, 
program and technical staff, and field unit managers 

 
2.3         In accordance with section 6305 – Using cooperative agreements of the 
Federal Grant and Cooperative Agreements Act of 1977 (31 U.S.C. § 6301 et 
seq.), substantial involvement is expected between the Department of Defense 
and the recipient when carrying out the activity contemplated by the cooperative 
agreement.  The DoD agrees to participate at a national level in support of the 
CESU program as accepted in the Master MOU for the establishment and 
continuation of the CESU program Article II 1-4 and Article VI 1-7.   
 

The installation further (hence DoD) agrees to provide substantial involvement as 
directed under the appropriate master agreement to include, but are not limited to, the 
following:  
 

 Fort A.P. Hill will be involved in development of the study methodology 
and support the collection of data and specimens 
 

 Fort A.P. Hill will actively participate and collaborate in executing the 
project plan of work, will review and approve  activities, and provide onsite 
guidance and instruction as necessary 

 
 Fort A.P. Hill incurs in-kind expenditures, specifically staff time, in carrying 

out the activities specified in the project agreement.  

 
3.0 DESCRIPTION OF OBJECTIVES 
 

3.1 Task 1: Survey Plan & Coordination 
 

Conduct a review of Fort A.P. Hill’s known Bald eagle nesting locations. 
Develop a survey plan and submit survey timeline to Fort A.P. Hill Wildlife 



Branch by 30 September 2021. Complete all necessary pre-flight 
coordination with Fort A.P. Hill Aviation. 

 
3.2 Task 2: Nest Location Aerial Survey 
 

Conduct a complete aerial survey of Fort A.P. Hill to monitor known & 
locate new Bald eagle nest locations at an appropriate time of year to 
facilitate nest detection. 

 
3.3 Task 3: Nest Productivity Aerial Survey 
 

Conduct aerial survey of all Bald eagle nesting locations (see Task #2) to 
monitor nesting success. 

 
 3.4 Task 4. Report development 
 

Provide draft, draft final, and final reports on the survey efforts conducted, 
nesting location, and the productivity of each site. 

 
 

4.0      QUALIFICATIONS 
 

4.1 The Cooperator must be a biologist trained in aerial survey methods for Bald 
Eagles and have demonstrated experience in surveying for this species in the 
Coastal Plain of Virginia. 

 
5.0     GOVERNMENT FURNISHED MATERIALS OR PROPERTY 
 

NONE 
 

Government furnished materials or property is governed by 2 C.F.R. Part 
200.312 which states that a) Title to federally-owned property remains vested in 
the Federal government.  The non-Federal entity must submit annually an 
inventory listing of federally-owned property in its custody to the Federal 
awarding agency. Upon completion of the Federal award or when the property is 
no longer needed, the non-Federal entity must return the property to the Federal 
awarding agency for further Federal agency utilization. 

 
6.0 NO OPTIONS  

 
7.0 PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE 
 
           The period of performance will be 12 months from the date of award.   
 

 
 



8.0       COORDINATION 
 

 USACE Fort Worth District POC 
Kathy Mitchell 
817 886-1709 
kathy.s.mitchell@usace.army.mil 
 

 Fort A.P. Hill POC 
Kyle Crafts, Wildlife Biologist 
804-633-8984 
kyle.j.crafts.civ@mail.mil  
 

 Alternate Fort A.P. Hill POC 
Jason Applegate, Natural Resources Specialist 
804-633-8465 
jason.r.applegate.civ@mail.mil 
 
 

9.0       DELIVERABLES 
 

9.1   Progress Reports - One (1) typed letter report describing progress on the 
project.  The report shall be due as of the last day of the third month (quarterly) 
and shall be transmitted via electronic mail, facsimile, or regular mail no later than 
the 10th calendar day following the end of the reporting period.  Invoices for 
partial payment shall be submitted to coincide with receipt of the monthly progress 
reports. No partial payment will be approved unless the government has received 
all progress reports which are due. 
 

9.2   Annual Inventory –Federally owned property – N/A 
 
9.3  Annual Inventory – Required under 2CFR for Grants and Cooperative 
Agreements - Acquired Property purchased with funding from award -  property 
records must be maintained that includes description of the property, serial 
number or other identification number, source of funding, who holds title, 
acquisition date, cost of property, percentage of Federal participation in project 
costs, location, use and condition of property, and ultimate disposition including 
date of disposal and sale price.  A physical inventory must be taken and results 
reconciled every year.  Copies of the inventory to be sent annually to USACE – 
SWF and the Fort A.P. Hill. 
 
9.4   Annual Report per 2CFR. One (1) paper copy of a annual report should be 
submitted no later than one month before end of each year. At a minimum, the 
report shall contain an introduction section, and one section for each Task 
identified in your proposal.  For each Task, the report shall summarize work 
accomplished for the Task. Fort A.P. Hill Natural Resources staff will review and 
provide comments, if any, within fifteen (15) calendar days after receipt. 



 
9.5   Draft Final Technical Project Report. One (1) paper copy of a draft final 
report should be submitted no later than one month before end of the project. At 
a minimum, the report shall contain an introduction section, and one section for 
each Task identified in your proposal.  For each Task, the report shall summarize 
work accomplished for the Task. Fort A.P. Hill Natural Resources staff will review 
and provide comments, if any, within fifteen (15) calendar days after receipt.  
Must provide an electronic copy to the USACE POC at the time this document is 
submitted to the Installation POC. 
 
9.6   Final Technical Project Report. One (1) paper copy of the final report, 
incorporating Fort A.P. Hill Natural Resources staff review comments on the 
draft, if any, shall be submitted no later than fifteen (15) days after receipt of the 
Fort A.P. Hill Natural Resources staff comments. Additionally, one (1) copy of the 
final report shall be submitted in a MSWord file(s), on digital media. Must provide 
an electronic copy to the USACE POC at the time this document is submitted to 
the Installation POC. 

   
9.7 Spatial data. Digital versions of all spatial data collected in this effort with 
associated data attributed therein.  
 

Deliverable Completion Date 
Progress Report Every 90 days (quarterly) following 

project award 

Annual Inventory  
(Government Owned Equipment) 

N/A 

Annual Inventory (Acquired Property) N/A 

Annual Report N/A 
Draft Final Project Report 9 months after project award 
Final Project Report 12 months after project award 
Spatial Data 9 months after project award 

 
 

10.0 This cooperative agreement may be administered through a CESU only upon 
mutual agreement and official authorization by both parties of the acceptance of 
the application of the CESU Network IDC rate (17.5%). 

 
Any resulting cooperative agreement will be subject to and recipient/cooperator 
shall comply with 2 CFR 200.313 “Equipment”, 200.314 “Supplies”, and 200.315 
“Intangible Property” which includes use of research data.  




